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and from this he gathered a warning. Sanitary reasons, indeed,
there were of which the importance was not to be overlooked;
but in the disposition of troops, military and political considera-
tions should be paramount. When the mutiny broke out in
May, there were three European battalions in the hills near
Simla; had they been in the plains at that time the rebellion
might have been crushed at the outset.

In support of the view that in India difficulties melt away
before British power if it moves and presses forwards, he would
refer to the battle of Badli Serai, the first action fought by the
British troops near Delhi. He believed from his information
that had it been possible for the European troops after fighting
victoriously during the day to push on to the city that very
evening, they would have found the gates open and the defen-
ders frightened into surrender; a result which, if attained, would
have been of priceless importance. This, however, was not
practicable, as the men, after fighting all day with valour and
endurance under a burning sun, were unable from thirst and
exhaustion to move further.

He used to make the most honourable mention of Lieutenant
(now Six Alexander) Taylor, of the Engineers, for having set
xip silently in the dead of night, and in the very teetli of the
enemy, the batteries which made the breaches whereby the city
was stormed. He declared that Taylor was remarkable for skill
and science, and " as brave as a lion." Taylor has been men-
tioned in a previous chapter as the officer who, in the early days
of the Panjab administration, projected and constructed the
trunk road from Lahore towards Peshawar.

The very highest opinion used to be expressed by John
Lawrence regarding the qualities of John Nicholson, as those of
a real hero. In Nicholson were combined ardent courage, lofty
aspirations, indomitable will, unswerving perseverance, unfalter-
ing coolness, unflagging zeal, and to these moral qualities was
added the advantage of endixring strength. But he had an
imperious temper and was hardly tolerant of even reasonable
and necessary control. When commanding a moveable column
in the Panjab, he had intercepted a large body of mutineers